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EAST  JAPAN  WOMAN’S  CONFERENCE 


OUR  JUBILEE. 


To  the  Honored  Members  of  the  Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
meeting  in  Boston,  we--your  representatives  of  the  East  Japan 
Woman's  Conference— send  Greetings. 


assure  you  that  our  hearts  are  with  you,  at  this  glad  time,  and 
that  together  we  rejoice  over  what  has  been  accoiujilished  during 
these  fifty  years  both  at  the  Home  base  and  on  the  Foreign  field. 
Though  absent  from  the  celebration,  we  know  we  are  not  forgotten,  and 
feel  sure  that  you  are  glad,  with  us,  over  what  God  is  doing  in  Japan. 
That  all  your  plans  may  be  realized,  each  one  of  your  hopes  fulfilled,  and 
that  the  Jubilee  may  lie  a time  of  world-wide  blessing  is  our  jirayer. 

Forty -five  ago  our  first  women  missionaries  came  to 
Our  Pioneers.  Japan.  The  story  of  their  first  endeavors  reads  like  a 
romance.  To-day  we  remember  their  self-sacrifice,  their 
zeal,  their  breadth  of  vision  as  they  laid  the  foundations  of  the  work. 
We  also  remember  their  love  for  Christ,  and  for  the  Japanese,  and  we 
give  thanks  for  them,  our  noWe  Pioneers. 

We  liave  much  to  be  thankful  for  as  a Mission  this 
Our  Joys.  Golden  Julfilee  year  ; and  one  of  our  blessings,  of  which 
we  would  tell  you,  is  the  continual  growth  of  all  of  our 
Girls’  Schools.  “ Can’t  we  take  a few  more  pupils  ? ” asked  a teacher 
at  Aoyama,  last  Spring  ; “ just  a feiv  of  those  who  did  almost  as  well  ? ” 
So  they  took  down  some  old  partitions,  put  in  a few  more  desks,  and  the 
eager  litttle  students  came  in,  but  “ I’ve  been  sorry  ever  since  that  we 
did  it,”  said  the  Principal,  “ for  now  we  are  so  croioded  we  don’t  know  lohat 
to  do.” 


As  this  report  goes  to  press,  word  comes  from  Hakodate:  “ Forty- 
one  girls  baptized  in  the  chapel,  in  the  stillness  of  a Sabbatli  afternoon,” 
the  occasion  being  the  liirthday  of  the  loved  Principal.  What  more 
beautiful  gift  could  they  have  given  her  ? Yet  this  is  not  an  unusual 
incident — for  that  is  what  our  schools  are  always  doing — leading  the  girls 
of  the  Empire  to  Jesus  Christ ! 

And  then,  after  graduation,  that  usually  means  a Christian 
mother,  if  not  a Christian  home.  Or,  if  our  girls  have  still  desire  for 
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study,  there  is  now  our  Christian  College,  of  which  Miss  Lytton  gives 
such  a charming  picture  later  on.  One  of  the  joys  of  the  year  was  her 
coming,  knowing  as  we  did  that  she  would  go  home  with  new  sym2)athy 
and  understanding  of  our  jM’ohlems  to  her  work  among  the  colleges 
over  there. 

And  our  wonderful  Bishoj) — what  a joy  it  was  to  have  him  and 
dear  Mrs.  Welch  with  us  at  Conference  time!  “The  Lord  of  Hosts 
is  with  us  ” was  his  message,  which  came  with  comforting  assurance 
to  more  than  one  heart.  Then  we  have  been  so  glad  to  welcome  our  new, 
and  returned,  missionaries.  May  they  have  many  years  of  ha^^py 
service  here ! And  may  those  who  have  gone  home,  on  account  of  illness, 
be  soon  restored  to  health — and  to  Japan,  if  it  is  His  will. 

There  is  an  increased  interest  in  self-siqiport  in  some  of  our  Churches 
— and  that  is  a cause  for  joy.  Our  women  are  also  beginning  to  Give, 
to  Work  and  to  Pray — as  they  never  did  before  ! “ Please  send  us  two 

Bible  women  this  year,”  came  the  request  from  Otaru — that  Church  in 
the  north  which  has  only  tasted  the  joy  of  giving  one  short  year  ! But 
we  could  not  send  them  the  woman.  We  had  to  say  “No”  to  their 
request ! 

And  that  lirings  us  to  some  of  our  jirobleras,  which  we 
Our  Problems,  want  to  share  with  you.  And  one  of  them  is  this  : We 
have  not  enough  Bible  tvonien  to  supjjy  the  growing 
need.  “ If  we  could  divide  each  member  of  the  graduating  class  into 
three  jiarts,  even  then  they  would  not  go  round,”  said  Dr.  Draper  to  the 
disappointed  pastors. 

But  even  more  serious  than  that  is  this  other  question  that  con- 
fronts us, — Hoiu  can  ive  get  the  money  for  the  siqijiort  of  those  we  hav'e  ? 
In  these  days,  when  rice  is  so  ex2)ensivq,  our  women — self-sacrificing 
though  they  lie — sim^ily  cannot  live  on  what  we  are  able  to  pay.  As  a 
result,  we  have  had  to  close  some  stations,  and  see  our  trained  workers  go 
into  other  Missions,  or  into  business  life.  It  breaks  our  hearts  to  do  it  in 
view  of  jiresent  opjiortunities.  Christian  Women  of  America,  Is  there  no 
other  way  f 

Again,  the  scarcity  of  teachers  in  our  Mission  Schools  is  getting  to 
be  a serious  jMoblem.  Business  enterprises  are  springing  uji  everywhere, 
and  women  clerks  atid  stenographers  are  in  great  demand.  Large 
salaries  are  offered  by  firms  and  factories,  and  our  young  women  usually 
have  dependent  relatives  to  suji^iort.  It  is  natural  they  should  choose 
the  more  jiroraising  position  ; Iiut  what  are  w’e  going  to  do  ? They  do 
not  want  to  leave  us ; they  really  want  to  do  Christian  work — but  they 
have  got  to  live  ! Again  we  ask  you.  Is  there  no  other  way  ? 

“ The  future  is  as  bright  as  the  jiromises  of  God.”  The 
Our  Outlook,  words  came  like  an  inspiration  as  I finished  that 
question,  and  as  His  answer  to  our  unsolved  jiroblems 
I have  put  them  down  here ! Though  our  resources  may  be  limited, 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  possibilities — and  faith  can  see  the  “silver 
lining  ” to  the  overshadowing  cloud.  The  one  great  thought  we  want  to 
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leave  with  you  is  this, — In  the  face  of  Unprecedented  Opportunities  for 
giving  the  Gospel  message,  wiiAX  can  we  say  if  W'e  fail  Japan  just 

NOW  ? 

School  Opportunities. — How  they  open  up  before  us,  not  only  in 
our  Mission,  but  in  Government  schools  as  well.  That  Japanese  educators 
are  troubled  over  the  moral  situation.  Miss  Seeds’  report  will  show. 
The  fact  that  they  are  seeking  for  light — is  not  that  an  encouragement, 
too  ? Oh  that  we  might  have  many  w’ell-equijiped  young  women  to 
enter  these  open  doors. 

Just  now  the  Y.AV.C.A.  is  holding  a Student  Conference  in  a 
Tokyo  Mission  School.  Three  hundred  girls  are  in  attendance — the 
largest  enrollment  in  their  history  ! At  the  same  time  another  movement 
is  attracting  attention.  Women  graduates  are  organizing  in  order  to 
have  a voice,  and  their  first  object  is  to  better  the  condition  of  their  own 
women.  Are  not  these  signs  of  the  dawn  ? 

Evangelistic  Opportunities. — Buddhism,  in  many  places,  seems 
very  active,  but  may  it  not  be  the  last  quiver  of  a dying  faith  ? It  is 
Christianity  which  has  supplied  the  dynamic,  for  they  are  imitating  us 
in  everything — from  their  Young  Men’s  Buddhist  Associations,  to  their 
Sunday  School  cards ! But  in  Miss  Alexander’s  story  you  can  read 
between  the  lines.  Somehow  the  people  do  feel  the  difference,  and  this 
gives  us  new  hope. 

The  women  and  children  of  the  country  places — how  glad  they  are  to 
see  us  ! What  waiting  opportunities  there  are  for  leading  them  to  Christ  ! 
Listen  to  this  appeal  from  a lonely  woman  up  in  the  mountain,  and  note 
the  Christian  daring  of  her  words, — “ Sensei,  I want  my  village  to  be 
All  Christian.  Will  you  not  come  up  and  teach  us  of  the  One,  True 
Way?” 

Japan  a “ Christian  country  ” ? Oh  no  ! But  the  Light  has  dawned, 
and  the  “ eighty  millions  still  in  the  dark,”  according  to  a recent  surv^ey, 
are  looking  to  us  for  help.  We  need  evangelistic  missionaries,  free  to 
travel  around  in  the  country,  or  to  settle  in  the  smaller  cities,  where 
contact  with  the  people  would  yield  such  rich  rewards. 

Young  Women  of  America,  we  need  you!  These 
Our  Needs.  are  days  of  great  adventure.  Nobly  you  have  responded 
to  the  call  of  your  country  for  work  “ overseas.”  Do 
you  not  hear  the  Great  Captain  now  calling  you  for  even  larger  service 
over  here  ? The  luoi'k  we  have  to  offer  is  a challenge  to  all  that  is  great 
in  you.  It  is  big  enough  to  demand  the  service  of  your  life ! In 
loving  gratitude  for  all  that  God  has  given  to  you,  ivill  you  not  give 
yourselves  to  Him-— and  to  Japan — this  Year  of  Jubilee  ? 
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JAPAN’S  CONTRIBUTION  TO  THE  JUBILEE  JOY. 


1869.  BOSTON— TOKYO.  1918. 

The  Story  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Society 
of  the 

East  Japan  Conference. 

By  its  First  President,  Miss  Tomi  Furuta. 


“ V was  saved  safely  from  the  great  fire  while  I was  in  a most  dangerous 
8 position.  I feel  this  must  be  God’s  will.  I lost  everything,  yet 
1 I have  not  feeling  of  sorrow  of  things  lost.  I feel  as  if  I sacrificed 
those  things  as  a thankofi'ering.  I am  glad  I could  do  it ! It 
gave  me  stronger  feeling  of  the  necessity  of  sending  out  the  Gospel  Light.” 

It  was  in  1899 — ^^just  twenty  years  ago — that  Furuta  O Tomi  San  wrote 
these  words.  The  fire  in  Hirosaki,  which  had  taken  her  friend, 
Mrs.  Alexander,  had  spared  her.  Like  John  "Wesley,  she  felt  that  her 
life  had  been  given  back  to  lie  used  for  her  Master,  and  loyally  she  has 
fulfilled  her  trust ! 

In  the  accompanying  article.  Miss  Spencer,  her  loved  friend  and 
co-worker,  tells  us  of  hei'  latest  work.  As  a contriliution  from  the  pen  of 
our  honored  “ Senior  Missionary,”  we  feel  sure  that  this  translation  of 
Furuta  San’s  story  will  be  gladly  welcomed  this  Jubilee  year. 


“XOWARD  the  close  of  1917  a letter  sent  to  me  by  Rev.  K.  Ishizaka, 
* Chairman  of  the  Evangelistic  Department  of  our  Conference,  gave 
me  insjiiration  and  a stronger  desire  than  ever  before  that  we  Methodist 
AVomen  Christians  in  East  Japan  should  organize  one  strong  missionary 
force  for  aggressive  evangelism  in  neighbouring  countries  like  Korea, 
Manchuria  and  Formosa,  as  well  as  in  our  own  land.  Our  women  have 
been  fairly  well  trained  to  work  in  their  own  Churches,  but  they  have  not 
given  much  thought  to  helping  others.  I felt  that  the  time  was  ripe  for 
us  to  organize  not  a small  Central  Mission  Band,  such  as  has  been  for 
years  in  many  of  our  Mission  Schools,  but  reaching  ont  to  all  the  women  in 
all  our  Churches  we  should  form  ourselves  into  one  great  iiody  through 
which  we  could  engage  in  whatever  work  opened  to  us. 

“ A S the  letter  referred  to  came  at  the  busiest  time  of  the  year,  a few  of 
^ the  Avorkers  conferred  together  and  planned  a meeting  to  be  held 
early  in  the  year  1918  to  which  the  women  of  all  our  Methodist  Churches 
in  Tokyo  should  be  invited,  that  we  might  lay  before  them  this  new  plan 
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of  organizing  a Woman’s  Missionary  Society.  This  meeting  was  held  in 
Ginza  Church  on  the  first  Friday  in  February.  I had  the  privilege  of  lead- 
ing it,  and  there  was  a large  attendance  of  representative  women  from  ten 
Churches.  After  my  talk  on  letting  our  light  shine,  Iiased  on  Mathew 
5 : 14-16,  Miss  Keagey,  of  the  Canada  Methodist  Mission,  and  our  own 
Miss  Spencer  told  us  how  their  Woman’s  Missionary  Societies  began,  and 
Mr.  Ishizaka  spoke  of  the  need  of  women’s  work  for  the  liringing  in  of 
Christ’s  Kingdom,  all  giving  inspiration  and  courage  to  our  hearts. 


“ \JU  HEN  the  appeal  for  organization  was  made,  and  the  question  asked, 
’ ’ all  hands  were  raised  in  response,  and  I felt  that  this  was  the  anstver 
to  the  earnest  prayers  which  for  several  weeks  had  been  offered  to  God  in 
preparation  for  this  meeting.  During  refreshments  served  in  the  Church 
parlors  it  was  arranged  that  three  representatives  from  each  Church  should 
form  a Committee  to  meet  together  on  Feliruary  27th  and  organize. 
When  that  day  came  over  thirty  women  attended,  the  name  ‘ Woman’s 
Missionary  Society  of  the  East  Japan  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  ’ 
was  adopted,  the  officers  were  elected,  and  also  an  Executive  Committee  to 
meet  every  three  months.  A Committee  was  appointed  to  frame 
the  rules,  appeal,  and  pledge-cards,  and  to  our  great  joy  a wealthy 
member  of  Ginza  Church  wlio  had  heard  me  talking  of  duplicating 
the  rules  on  a mimeograph  because  we  had  no  money  yet  for  expenses, 
kindly  sent  me  a hundred  yen  to  do  the  printing  necessary  for 
starting  the  work.  With  the  money  was  a letter  requesting  us  to  use 
it  in  any  way  we  wished,  and  a prayer  for  the  success  of  our  new  society. 
This  same  lady  later  gave  fifty  yen  toward  the  current  expenses  of  a 
young  woman  entering  the  Bible  Training  School  in  Yokohama  from 
Hakodate  Girls’  School,  whose  family  opposed  her  and  refused  their  help. 
She  may  become  a worker  in  one  of  the  distant  fields  so  needy. 

“ aLL  the  Churches  in  East  Japan  Conference  received  the  printed 
matter,  and  since  then  forty  women’s  meetings  have  united  with  us, 
reaching  a membership  of  aliout  six  hundred.  Our  goal  is  two  thousand 
members,  and  for  this  we  pray  and  work. 

“ Rev.  Mr.  Kihara  has  gone  to  Manchuria — the  first  missionary  to  its 
people  from  the  Japan  Methodist  Church,  and  the  women  of  West  Japan 
Conference  are  helping  with  his  salary.  We  should  like  to  send  the 
first  Bible  Woman  there  when  we  can  raise  her  support.  We  have 
received  about  four  hundred  yen,  including  gifts,  and  our  monthly  dues 
are  three  sen  a memlier.  We  have  regular,  supporting,  honorary  and 
life  members,  and  accept  gentlemen  in  the  latter  group.  We  are  most 
grateful  for  the  sympathy  and  help  of  our  kind,  good  missionary  friends, 
especially  the  Superintendents  of  Bible  Women.” 


KUT  who  is  this  young  woman  ? some  one  may  be  asking  as  they  close 
this  story.  Furuta  O Tomi  San,  as  her  name  would  read  in  her 
own  language,  is  a true  daughter  of  Foreign  Missions.  She  was  educated 
in  our  Girls’  School  in  Hakodate,  and  very  early  dedicated  her  life  to 
God,  for  His  service. 
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In  company  with  her  friend,  our  Miss  Spencer,  she  has  worked 
many  years  for  the  w’omen  of  Tokyo  district,  later  becoming  Conference 
Evangelist  to  all  of  our  Girls’  Schools.  To  this  same  friend  she  owes 
much  of  her  love  for  the  Missionary  Society — and  no  one  rejoices  more 
than  Miss  Spencer  in  her  present  success. 

A visit  to  America,  several  years  ago,  w’on  for  Fnruta  San  many 
friends  among  the  Missionary  Women  at  home.  As  the  first  Pi’esident 
of  the  first  Woman’s  Missionary  Society  of  the  Japan  Methodist  Church, 
this  young  woman  deserves  both  our  congratulations  and  our  prayers. 
More  than  that,  she  needs  our  loyal  support  in  her  brave  attempt  to  rally 
the  Christian  womanhood  of  the  East,  and  send  it  forth  to  serve  ! 


PERSONALS. 

The  Call  of  the  Red  Cross  came  to  three  to  three  of  our  Conference 
members  in  August,  1918,  at  Karuizawa.  In  November,  Miss  Chase  and 
Miss  Appenzeller  sailed  with  the  Japan  Chapter  for  needy  Siberia — and  Miss 
Bodley  would  have  gone  too,  but  for  health  reasons.  After  doing  fine  service 
among  the  refugees  for  six  months,  Miss  Chase  returned  to  Sendai,  but  Miss 
Appenzeller  is  still  hard  at  work  in  Tomsk. 

Two  Mothers  have  been  with  us  during  the  past  year — an  unusual  cause 
for  joy  ! Mrs.  Couch  and  Mrs.  Cheney  have  both  returned  to  the  Homeland, 
but  our  love  follows  them.  We  wish  they  might  come  again. 

To  Miss  Cheney,  our  gracious  hostess  at  Aoyama  Jo  G-akko,  the  year 
brought  special  gladness — for  not  only  her  Mother,  but  her  Sister  was  with 
her.  Miss  Amy  Cheney  also  has  many  friends  in  Japan  who  wish  she  might 
have  stayed  longer  with  them  ! 

Another  member  of  our  Aoyama  Family  who  never  writes  a report  of 
her  Avork  is  our  faithful  Mission  Treasurer,  Miss  Haniel.  Although  Supposed 
to  be  giving  only  “half  time,”  she  is  busy  every  minute.  She,  too,  has  our 
love  and  thanks  in  her  often  difficult  task  of  Accounts  and  Estimates. 

To  our  eleven  Conference  members  home  on  furlough — Misses  Hewett, 
Heaton,  Sprowles,  Pider,  and  Chappell;  Misses  Lee,  Wagner,  Taylor,  Curtice 
and  Couch ; also  Miss  Edna  Lee, — our  thoughts  go  out  with  special  love. 
We  are  glad  they  are  having  a rest  at  home,  but  are  eager  to  welcome  them 
back  to  our  depleted  ranks. 

The  many  friends  of  Miss  Eleanor  Welch  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  she  is 
studying  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  but  that  her  thoughts  often  turn  to  Japan.  It 
was  a pleasure  to  have  our  Bishop’s  daughter  with  us.  We  hope  that  she, 
too,  may  want  to  come  again  ! 

Miss  Miller  and  Miss  Hitch — our  two  “ new  ” missionaries— are  already 
making  quite  a start  on  the  language.  We  are  so  glad  to  have  them,  and  are 
looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  many  others  next  Fall. 

The  Editors  would  here  like  to  make  grateful  mention  of  the  many 
friends  who  have  helped  them  liy  their  suggestions,  their  criticisms  and  by 
contributions  from  their  pens.  That  these  Sketches  of  our  work  may  bring 
encouragement,  and  that  our  appeal  may  find  a ready  response  in  your 
hearts — is  our  prayer  this  Jubilee  year  ! 
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“ 827,000,000.00  for  men’s  higher  education  ; not  one 
CENT  for  that  of  women  ” — Where  ? 

Read  Miss  Twila  Lytton’s  illuminating  story — then 
try  to  answer  the  question 

HAS  OUR  CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE  PAID? 


More  than  one  busy  mission  worker  has  wished  he  could  drop 
everything  else  he  is  doing  and  go  to  America,  in  order  to  find 
new  friends  for  our  Woman’s  Christian  College — friends  who 
would  help  just  now  in  the  raising  of  the  funds,  so  much  needed 
for  land  and  buildings — because  of  the  growth  of  the  College,  this  first 
year  of  its  existence  ! 

This  child  of  the  joint  endeavor  of  six  Mission  Boards  is  a most 
precocious  one,  having  grown — not  only  in  stature  during  its  first  year, 
but  also  in  its  self-consciousness  of  having  a destiny.  And  this  destiny 
must  be  fulfilled,  in  behalf  of  Japanese  women’s  education.  Do  you 
wonder  that  the  College  has  this  growing  sense  of  its  mission  when  you 
remember  that,  during  the  past  year,  §27,000,000.00  were  given  by 
the  Government  in  behalf  of  men’s  higher  education,  but  that  not  one 
single  cent  was  given  for  that  of  women  ? 

jN  the  College,  the  enrollment  for  the  second  year  promises  to  be  more 
than  double  that  of  its  first,  and  yet,  out  of  the  yearning,  eager-eyed 
multitude  of  Japanese  girlhood,  it  is  not  enough  to  gather  even  the  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  who  will  be  in  the  College  next  year ! What 
an  opportunity  this  is  for  the  Co-workers  with  God  to  forge  ahead  in 
the  development  of  this  institution — that  His  purposes  for  the  raising  up 
of  a Christian  leadership  in  this  land  shall  not  lie  thwarted  ! 

The  development  of  the  College  must  be  made  an  issue  second  to 
none  other.  Already  the  Buddhists  are  being  placed  on  their  mettle  liy 
the  establishment  of  our  Christian  institution,  and  are  contemplating  new 
colleges  for  women  in  both  Tokyo  and  Kyoto.  Our  mind’s  eye  must  be 
fixed  on  the  golden  goal  of  the  more  abundant  life,  in  intellect  and  spirit, 
which  is  the  gift  of  Cliristian  education  to  Japanese  womanhood. 

I N oj’der  to  really  feel  the  pulse  of  Christian  life  in  tliis  school,  I want 
you  to  see  some  “ snap-shot  pictures  ” of  it,  which  I carry  in  my  heart 
memory  book.  The  first  view  is  a glimpse  caught  through  the  windows, 
as  you  stand  on  the  porch  in  the  middle  of  the  morning.  Do  you  see  the 
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twenty  girls  in  the  library  on  the  right  ? Some  of  them  are  consulting 
dictionaries,  others  are  pouring  over  ponderous  tomes,  and  still  others  are 
reading  the  morning  paper.  Again  we  see  them,  in  the  late  afternoon 
sunlight,  out  on  the  grassy  lawn,  ^vhere  they  are  playing  a game  of 
tennis,  challenged  l^y  the  skill  of  their  teachers  of  Japanese  literature 
and  mathematics. 

The  picture  of  which  I am  now  thinking  was  taken  one  afternoon  last 
January.  It  is  of  the  Japanese  ladies,  dressed  in  rich,  silk  kimonos,  who 
have  come  from  all  over  the  city  to  attend  a lecture  on  Food  Values,  given 
by  a famous  scientist.  The  College,  you  see,  is  serving  the  Jaj^anese 
Avomen,  throughout  the  city,  by  providing  a series  of  lectures  on  subjects 
relating  to  Industry,  Health  and  Literature,  given  Iry  men  eminent  in 
their  respective  fields. 

Here  is  a picture,  taken  last  March,  when  Mrs.  John  Dewey,  of 
Columbia  University,  visited  the  College.  She  is  talking  to  the  girls  in 
the  chapel,  and  telling  them  of  the  struggles  of  American  wmmen  in  behalf 
of  education.  Do  you  not  love  the  eagerness  in  their  faces  as  they  listen 
to  her  ? It  is  because  they  are  now'  entering  into  the  experiences  of  those 
first  American  w’omen,  who  ivere  misunderstood,  and  condemned,  because 
they  w'ere  determ  iired  to  have  the  advantages  of  higher  education ! 

It  Avas  a few  hours  later — in  the  big  sun  parlor  overlooking  the  garden 
— that  I took  this  picture.  Here  the  girls  are  serving  tea  to  Mrs.  Dewey  and 
the  other  guests.  Are  they  not  graceful  and  charming  in  their  regulation 
scliool  girl’s  dress  of  the  kimono,  OA'er  Avhich  they  AA’ear  the  full  plaited 
“ hakama  ” or  skirt.  The  boAvs  made  by  the  girls,  as  they  serve  the  guests 
about  the  flower -decorated  table,  are  no  things  of  chance,  but  the  result 
of  many  a lesson  in  etiquette,  so  important  in  the  education  of  every 
cultivated  Japanese  girl. 

\ ISiD  now' comes  a little  series  of  pictures  which  I prize  A'ery  highly. 

They  were  taken  last  December,  at  the  first  Christnias  celelrration 
in  the  new'  College.  For  days  before  the  great  day,  the  V.W.C.A. 
chorus  had  made  hearts  all  a-giow'  as  tliey  practised  “There’s  a Star  in 
the  Sky  ” and  tlie  other  Christmas  carols  ; and  the  English  students, 
interested  in  dramatics,  had  aroused  every  one’s  curiosity  Iry  their  frequent 
meetings  and  l)y  the  glimpses  w’hich  we  caught  of  the  members  swishing 
around  the  corners  Avith  gorgeous  garments  slung  over  their  arras  ! 

This  first  picture  aars  taken  on  the  afternoon  of  the  exercises,  and  is 
of  the  friends  of  the  College,  coming  up  the  Avinding,  snOAvy  path  of  the 
garden  in  their  jinrikishas.  Tliough  the  day  Avas  bad,  there  Avas  a goodly 
company  of  Japanese  and  foreign  guests,  to  Avhora  every  opportunity  of 
entering  into  the  radiant  life  of  the  College  is  a golden  one. 

The  second  picture  Avas  taken  from  the  back  of  the  chapel.  Are 
the  Christmas  greens  not  loA'ely  ? And  see  : that  is  beloved  Mount  Fuji  at 
the  rear  of  the  platform  ! It  is  made  of  evergreens,  Avitli  a summit  of 
snOAvy  Avhite.  The  speaker  is  Dr.  Nitolre,  the  loved  President ; and  you 
Avill  notice  that  lie  is  holding  something  in  his  hand.  It  is  the  neAV 
school  pin  made  of  tAA'O  sih'er  S’s,  placed  at  right  angle  to  each  other  and 
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signifying  Seiwice  and  Sacrifice.  A committee,  advised  by  the  Faculty, 
selected  the  pin,  and  on  this  first  Christmas  each  girl  is  wearing  hers  for 
the  first  time.  Now,  the  President  is  relating  the  hope  of  the  Christian 
message  to  the  symliolism  of  the  College’s  new  insignia. 

In  the  audience  we  can  distinguish  some  friends  whom  we  already 
well  know.  There  is  Miss  Yasui,  the  Dean,  who  has  given  a most 
inspiring  year  of  service.  Miss  Campbell,  the  Head  of  the  English 
Department,  and  the  wise  counsellor  in  every  emergency,  is  also  here,  as 
is  our  own  Miss  Daniel — a Trustee,  and  also  Treasurer  of  the  College 
Fund. 

The  third  picture  is  of  the  girls  as  they  sing  the  “ Hallelujah  Chorus.” 
How  I wish  that  every  friend  of  the  College  could  have  heard  those 
thirty  Japanese  girls  pouring  forth  their  joy  in  the  Christmas  season,  as 
they  sang  this  glorious  score  ! Afterward  I learned  that  the  President 
of  the  Y.W.C.A.,  a first-year  girl  in  the  College,  had  herself  directed  this 
chorus  in  its  training.  Native  leadership,  did  you  say  ? Yes,  liut  this  is 
only  one  of  the  countless  evidences  of  its  presence  among  us  ! 

'I'HE  two  little  pictures  which  I want  to  show  you  now  reveal  the  deep 
designs  which  the  English  classes,  interested  in  dramatics,  had  been 
cherishing  during  the  foregoing  weeks.  This  first  one  is  a scene  from 
“ Little  Lord  Fauntleroy,”  well  done,  because  Japanese  girls  are  very 
clever  at  interpreting  character  through  acting.  I wish  you  might  have 
heard  the  excellent  English  which  they  used  in  this  play,  and  in  the 
scene  which  they  gave  from  “ Ben  Hur.” 

The  second  picture  is  of  the  latter  play,  when  the  shepherds  and  wise 
men  came  in  adoration  to  their  King.  Though  I had  watched  American 
college  girls  give  this  same  scene,  still  I felt  that  these  dusky-haired 
Oriental  girls,  with  their  fiowing  robes  and  reverent  acting,  gave  me  more 
of  the  sense  of  the  worship  and  mystery  which  filled  the  hearts  of  those 
Easterners  of  long  ago  ! 

JHERE  ai e just  two  nioie  pictuies  to  complete  the  seiies.  Ihis  one  is 
of  the  Y.W.C.A.  girls  taken  after  the  exercises  had  closed  as  they 
sold  delicious  home-made  candy,  and  salted  nuts,  in  order  to  make  money 
for  their  Summer  Conference  Fund. 

And  this  final  one  I secured  after  we  guests  had  returned  from  the 
library,  where  we  had  gone  for  a social  chat  and  a cup  of  tea.  As  I 
passed  the  chapel  I caught  this  picture  of  Dr.  Nitobe,  sitting  in  the  centre 
of  a circle  of  girls,  who  had  gathered  around  him,  for  the  advice  and 
fellowship  which  he  gives  so  heartily.  By  this  picture  you  can  understand 
why  the  girls  have  given  him  the  loving  nick-name  of  “ Father  ” ! 

A LITTLE  later  I rode  away  from  the  College,  with  the  dark  shadows 
^ of  the  December  evening  enveloping  me,  and  with  the  quietness 
unbroken,  save  for  the  patter  of  the  ’riksha-man’s  feet  in  the  soft  snow. 
But  ray  heart  was  a-glow  with  happiness  and  fellow’ship,  for  I knew  that, 
in  the  twilight  of  Japan’s  life  of  the  spirit,  a new  Light — no  longer 
uncertain  and  flickering — was  gleaming  steadily,  brightly  and  fearlessly. 
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MISSION  CONTRASTS. 


“ Thou  shalt  remember  all  the  way  tvhich  Jehovah,  thy  God,  hath  led 
thee." — Deut.  8:2. 


AS  the  pilgrim,  at  sunrise,  on  sacred  Fuji-yama,  views  with  joy  and 
;vonder  tlie  path  up  which  lie^has  climbed,  so  we  as  a Mission — 
standing  at  our  Forty-fifth  Milestone — can,  to-day,  look  down  upon 
the  winding  years  ! 

We  recognize  God’s  guidance  in  all  our  trials  ; we  can  trace  His 
hand  in  all  our  joys,  and  say  with  confidence,  as  we  face  the  future, 
“ Thus  far  Thy  power  hath  led  us,  sure  it  still  ivill  lead  us  on  I ” 

In  these  brief  sketches  of  “ olden  days,”  no  mention  has  been  made  of 
the  noble  women  of  tlie  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  whose  names  are 
forever  in  remembrance,  in  our  hearts.  In  nearly  every  station  they 
were  there  before  us,  opening  up  the  work  and  passing  it  on  to  us. 

For  their  sympathetic  help  in  the  past,  and  their  valued  aid  in 
Mother’s  work  to-day,  they  have  our  grateful  thanks  this  Jubilee  year  ! 

TOKYO,  TSUKIJI.  1874. 

IT  is  still  early  dawn  of  our  Mission  Work  in  Japan.  Only  the  year 
i:)efore  the  first  Methodist  missionaries  had  landed  on  the  islands — 
and  even  yet  the  sign-boards,  threatening  death  to  every  Christian, 
could  be  seen  on  many  public  roads.  It  took  courage,  in  those  days,  to 
come  to  Japan — and  yet  there  was  a woman  \vho  was  willing  to  say, 
“ Lord,  here  am  I,  send  me  ! ” 

In  imagination  we  can  see  her — our  Pioneer  W oman  Missionary — as 
she  entered  Tokyo,  alone,  in  1874.  Dora  E.  Schoonmaker  became, 
through  God’s  leading,  the  founder  of  the  school  which  has  since  grown 
into  our  great  Aoyama  Jo  Gakuin. 

Woman’s  education  was  not  popular,  in  those  days,  in  the  nation’s 
Capital,  and  a Christian  school  was  disliked  above  all  tilings  else.  In 
order  to  make  up  a “ decent  numlier  of  jiupils  ” she  was  obliged  to  take  in 
boys,  but  even  then  she  had  no  rest.  Five  times  that  first  year  she  was 
forced  to  move  (so  reads  an  old  record),  at  last  finding  a refuge — strange 
to  relate — under  the  thatched  roof  of  an  old  Buddhist  temple  ! 
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Many  stories  are  told  of  those  early  days,  but  none  more  interesting 
than  that  of  the  little  boy  (?)  who,  at  the  time  of  the  dividing  of  the 
schools,  came  forth  with  the  astonishing  request,  “ Sensei,  please  let  me 
stay,  I AM  A GIRL  ! ” That  little  girl,  in  boy’s  clothing,  braving 
ridicule  that  she  might  study — what  a picture  she  presents  of  the  girl- 
hood of  Japan — the  ambitious,  unsatisfied  girlhood  that  is  knocking  at 
our  doors  to-day  ! 

TOKYO,  AOYAMA,  1919. 

FORTY-FIVE  years  later,  and  the  scene  shifts  to  Aoyama,  to  the 
“ Green  Mountain,”  which  has  been  the  home  of  this  first  school  now 
for  many  years.  It  is  the  time  for  the  Spring  Entrance  Examina- 
tions, and  the  halls  and  class-rooms  are  full  of  anxious  pupils,  while  out 
beneath  the  maples  in  the  garden  there  are  many  anxious  hearts  too. 
AVhy  this  eager  throng  of  children  and  parents,  around  our  great  Girls’ 
School  ? We  will  let  Miss  White,  the  Acting  Principal,  tell  the  story  : — 

“ 'T'HERE  are  not  enough  schools  for  girls  in  this  big  city,  so  the 
I applications  must  be  entered,  for  any  of  them,  months  in  advance. 
The  Higher  Normal,  High  School  Department,  could  only  take 
forty  this  year — but  seven  hundred  and  fifty  girls  applied ! The 
Government  School  near  here  had  six  hundred  and  seventy  applications 
for  one  hundred  and  sixty  vacancies,  and  our  School — oh,  it  was 
dreadful  ! — we  only  had  one  hundred  extra  places,  and  over  three 
hundred  wanted  to  come  ! 

“ The  examinations  are  given  in  the  morning,  and  the  list  of  those  who 
pass  is  posted  at  four  o’clock  in  the  long  hall.  You  have  never  seen  it  ? 
Well,  it  is  a long  piece  of  paper,  with  the  names  written  in  big 
characters,  and  I wish  you  had  seen  the  parents  as  they  gathered  about 
to  read  ! 

“ One  little  mother  came  up  weeping.  ‘ My  little  girl  has  passed  ! ’ 
she  was  saying,  and  then,  ‘Forgive  me.  Sensei,  for  crying — but  I did 
want  ray  daughter  to  come  to  this  School ! You  see  I am  a graduate  of 
Aoyama,  and  so  I did  not  put  in  an  application  in  any  other  school. 
Then  I thought  what  will  we  do  if  she  does  not  pass  ? But,  oh,  she  has, 
and  I am  so  happy  ! ’ 

“ Another  mother  was  waiting  for  me  in  the  garden  ; she  also  was  a 
graduate  and  her  husband  a pastor  of  one  of  our  Tokyo  churches. 

‘ How  about  my  little  girl  ? ’ she  faltered  ; ‘ I don’t  know  what  we  will 
do  if  she  did  not  pass ! ’ I went  to  the  teacher’s  room  to  see.  ‘ Out  of 
two  hundred  she  is  first,’’  I told  the  radiant  mother.  ‘ Of  a possible  three 
hundred  points,  she  had  two  hundred  and  ninety ! Yes,  your  little  girl 
has  passed.’ 

“ But  there  were  some,  of  course,  who  did  not,  and  to  them  that 
spelled  tragedy.  Do  you  see  that  little  group  of  three  walking  along  the 
path  ? The  face  of  one  is  stained  with  tears.  ‘ Don’t  cry,’  says  a small 
comforter,  her  arras  around  her  friend.  ‘ What’s  a year  anyway  ? You 
have  a long  time  ahead  of  you — don’t  cry  ! Its  only  a year  ’ ” 
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But  a year  out  of  Aoyaraa — with  its  beautiful,  uplifting  influences 
— its  02)en  door  into  all  that  is  high  and  holy  in  girlhood  experience,  that 
is  a loss  indeed  ! There  are  five  hundred  and  forty-six  students  now 
enrolled  in  all  the  classes — a cause  for  great  rejoicing  this  Jubilee  Year  ! 

does  not  know  our  Miss  Spencer — another  pioneer  missionary  of 
those  early  days  ? Since  her  coming  to  Tokyo,  in  1878,  her  life 
has  been  one  unbroken  labor  of  love.  Unmindful  of  the  flying  years  she 
still  carries  on  her  work  in  the  country  and  city,  and  the  sketches  beloAV 
are  from  her  jjen  ;■ — 

“ In  Fairfield  Day  School,  in  Asakusa,  there  are  three  liundred 
and  fifty  children.  The  head  teacher  reports  improvement  in  the  pupils 
in  intellect  and  spiritual  lives.  They  are  taught  Christian  love  and  are 
growing  kinder  and  gentler  to  each  other.  Every  morning  a Scri^jture 
verse  is  recited  and  its  meaning  exjilained,  and  before  the  children  eat 
their  luncheon  at  noon  the  teacher  offers  f)i'ayer.  He  then  eats  with 
them.  Every  Thursday  Miss  Furuta  liolds  for  tliem  a religious  meeting. 
Every  Sunday  an  offering  is  taken  for  the  j^oor.  Whenever  there  is  a 
calamity  anywhere  in  the  world,  the  children  love  to  help  ! 

“ F ukagawa  Day  School  has  over  two  hundred  in  attendance — and  a 
grand  work  is  l)eing  done  in  leading  tlie  children  to  Christ,  through  the 
daily  religious  instruction.  Here,  too,  tlie  children  love  to  give,  and  each 
precious  2)cnny  is  drojiped  into  tlie  collection  liag  wrapped  in  white  'paper  ! 
In  both  schools  we  had  very  sweet  and  impressive  services  when,  in  all, 
fifty-eight  children  were  Iiaptized.  The  children  iirize  tlieir  Bibles  and 
hymn  lioolcs  aliove  all  tlieir  ^possessions. 

“ Miss  Furuta  has  held  meetings  in  our  girls’  schools  and  churches 
in  Sendai,  Hirosaki,  and  Hakodate — resulting  in  many  decisions  for 
Christ,  and  the  deejiening  of  the  spiritual  life  of  others.  The  Bible 
women  in  Tokyo  and  the  country  districts  are  most  faithful.  A few  new 
Avorkers  have  been  jilaced,  for  Avhich  we  are  very  grateful.” 


HAKODATE,  1878. 

W'  HEN  Miss  Priest  was  sent  to  Hakodate,  the  ‘ Eye  of  the  North,’ 
in  1878,  she  Avas  the  only  Protestant  lady  missionary  in  all 
North  Jajian.  For  two  years  there  Avas  no  one  nearer  than 
Tokyo — five  hundred  miles  aAvay.” 

So  reads  an  old  record,  and  yet,  by  faith,  this  lonely  Avorker  laid  the 
foundations  of  our  “ Caroline  Wright  Memorial” — better  known  to  many 
by  its  Ja^ianese  translation  lai  Jo  Gakko,  “ Memorial  Love  School.” 

“ The  ^parents  have  no  idea  of  a girl’s  education  as  being  of  any 
value,”  Avrote  Miss  Harajrton,  the  first  Princi^pal,  some  years  later. 
But  by  ’91  the  school  Avas  croAvded,  and  the  ^iroblem  of  “more  room” 
had  already  become  a jAressing  one  ! 
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HAKODATE,  1919. 

IF  those  eleven  first  pupils  had  been  able  to  look  forward  into  the  future, 
what  would  they  have  seen  ? Instead  of  the  “ class  in  the  teacher’s  bed- 
room ” great  buildings  have  blossomed  out,  and  on  the  eighteen 
acres  liy  the  sea  two  hundred  and  ten  girls  now  find  a happy  home. 

To  Miss  Dickerson  belongs  the  honor  of  twenty-five  years’  Principal- 
ship  of  the  School.  It  is  to  her  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  picture  : — 
“ As  the  years  pass  by  the  girls  who  have  had  their  early  training  in 
‘ lai  ’ seem  to  feel  more  and  more  grateful.  So  many  are  in  their  own 
homes,  with  their  own  children  to  train,  and  they  realize  that  their  own 
ideals  for  them  were  implanted  in  their  hearts  and  minds  while  they  were 
still  cliiidren  in  ‘ Memorial  Love  Garden.’ 

“ So  lately  several  of  them  met  together  in  Tokyo  and  decided  to  give 
expression  to  their  gratitude  in  some  tangilfie  form.  Learning  that  the 
most  pressing  need  of  the  School  was  a new  wing  for  the  better  teaching 
of  all  kinds  of  Domestic  Science,  they  decided  to  try  to  raise  a fund  of 
five  thousand  dollars  for  the  liuilding  of  tliat  wing  ! 

“ What  will  this  gift  mean  to  us  ? The  keeping  in  our  school  of  many 
girls,  who,  for  lack  of  room  for  sewing  classes,  now  leave  us  to  go  to 
‘ sewing  schools  ’ which  are,  without  exception,  anti-  Chridian. 

“ In  March,  twenty-six  girls  graduated — the  largest  class  we  have 
ever  sent  out.  Of  their  number,  three  are  in  the  Bible  School,  one  is  in 
training  for  a kindergartner,  six  are  teaching,  five  preparing  for  mar- 
riage by  taking  extra  courses  ; the  rest  are  in  their  own  liomes.  A class 
of  seventy  entered  in  April — bright  eager  little  girls.  Wliat  an  oppor- 
tunity for  us  ! ” 


“ oiii'  girls  did  quite  a bit  for  the  Siberian  sufierers,”  adds  Miss 

^ McIntyre.  “ They  bought  cloth  and  made  socks  and  underwear. 
They  also  have  sent  money  to  the  Sendai  Orphanage  and  to  the  Japanese 
Red  Cross.  And  then  our  Sunday  schools — we  have  seven  now — and 
many  little  children  wlio  are  proud  possessors  of  a • medal  for  regular 
attendance.  We  liave  a Bilile  Woman  of  our  own  now — one  of  our  own 
lai  girls.  She  is  welcomed  gladly  in  all  tlie  homes  — that  tlie  mothers 
and  grandmothers  may  learn  more  fully  of  ‘ the  Teaching  ’ — their 
daughters  are  receiving  in  our  school.” 

p|VER  in  tlie  city,  in  the  shadow  of  the  Hakodate  Head,  Miss  Goodwin 
” is  working  among  the  “ lai  ” Kindergartens.  There  are  two  now  with 
over  one  hundred  pupils,  and  they  are  “ simply  fascinating,”  she  tells  us.- 
She  then  adds  this  beautiful  story  : — “ One  of  our  kindergarten  mothers, 
who,  with  lier  husband,  became  Christians  through  their  children  coming 
to  our  kindergarten  Sunday  school,  felt  a new  interest  in  the  women 
about  her.  She  and  a friend — both  women  whose  husbands  have  fine 
positions,  and  live  in  Iieautiful  homes — from  last  Fall  have  invited  in  the 
wives  of  the  men  in  their  liusbands’  employ,  and  every  week  the  pastor 
talks  to  them  about  Christianity. 
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“ The  meetings  are  held  in  the  homes  or  in  the  kindergarten,  and  from 
ten  to  twenty-two  women  come  now  every  week.  Some  of  them  have  not 
missed  a meeting  in  six  months  ! Many  are  beginning  to  come  to  church. 
Oh,  how  I wish  there  were  more  women  in  Japan  who  were  really  inter- 
ested in  the  evangelization  of  their  neighbors ! These  two  women  not 
only  open  their  homes,  but  they  personally  invite  women  to  come  to  the 
meetings.  They  are  reaching  a class  of  women  we  need  in  all  our 
churches. 

“ There  seems  to  be  a new  interest  in  the  Woman’s  Meeting.  The 
women  are  attending  well  and  are  testifying  and  praying.  At  the  last 
meeting  there  was  a strong  desire  to  make  Christianity  a real  thing  in 
their  lives.  They  each  expressed  a desire  to  lead  their  neighbors  to 
Christ.”  _ _ a.-foa  - 

“ A special  cause  for  Jubilee  Joy  is  the  gift  of  $36vOQQ  which  has 
come — for  another  ‘ Memorial  Love  Kindei'garteu  ’ — from  a friend  of 
Miss  Couch,  in  Carbondale,  Pa.  May  it  help  many  more  little  children, 
and  their  mothers,  to  know  about  the  Greatest  Love  of  all ! ” 


YOKOHAMA,  1878. 

ON  the  walls  of  the  Bible  Training  School  in  Yokohama  hangs  a 
picture  of  a young  women  in  a simple  white  dress.  It  is  the  photo- 
graph of  Susan  B Higgins,  who  came  out  this  same  year,  with 
Miss  Priest  and  Miss  Spencer,  expecting  to  give  her  life  in  service  for 
Japan  ! Before  1879  was  ended,  however,  “ sorrowing  friends  had  borne 
the  lovely  form  to  rest  in  the  Bluff  Cemetery,”  and,  to  all  appearances,  the 
young  missionary’s  life  was  ended  ! 

But  it  had  been  Miss  Higgins’  desire  to  start  a Training  School  for 
Bible  Women,  and  in  1884,  when  Mrs.  Van  Petten  arrived  to  take  up  the 
work,  that  desire  was  realized.  In  1887  the  first  graduating  class  of 
three  went  out  from  the  “ Higgins’  Memorial  ” — fore-runners  of  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  noble  young  women  who  have  since  graduated 
here. 

The  unique  work  of  the  eight  Yokohama  Day  Schools  began  in  each 
case  from  a definite  need.  There  have  never  been  enough  Government 
schools  in  the  city,  and  the  fact  that  each  one  has  always  l)een  a centre  of 
Christian  teaching  is,  in  itself,  a cause  for  joy. 

YOKOHAMA,  1919. 

TO  Miss  Watson  has  again  fallen  the  double  responsiljility  of  the  Bible 
Training  School,  in  addition  to  her  care  for  seven  Christian  Day 
Schools,  with  their,  now,  over  seven  hundred  pupils  ! Although  this 
loved  pioneer  worker  has  been  over  thirty-five  years  in  Japan  her  natural 
strength  seems  uualrated.  Every  day  finds  her  busy  and  happy  at  her 
work,  and  many  travellers,  in  these  days  of  troubled  shipping,  find  in  her 
an  invaluable  help. 

We  have  sadly  missed  our  “ Third  Lady,”  but  are  rejoicing  over  the 
return  to  her  childhood  home  of  dear  Marian  Draper.  With  her 
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splendid  equipment  of  the  language,  and  her  love  for  the  people,  she  is 
already  a most  welcome  addition  to  our  mission  family  here. 

In  the  following  report  we  have  selected  just  a few  more  causes  for 
gratitude  from  our  constantly  overflowing  store  to  present  to  you  this 
year  of  Jubilee. 

During  the  past  year,  especially,  “ 221  Bluff”  has  been  a real 
“ House  liy  the  side  of  the  Road  ” to  many  of  our  Missionary  Sisters 
passing  through.  The  talk  around  our  table  has  been  of  Korea,  China, 
India  and  the  Islands  of  the  Sea — yes,  and  Africa,  too,  has  been  with  us, 
in  thought,  as  we  have  tried  to  minister  to  those  on  their  way  there. 
Our  Bishop  and  his  family  have  also  been  our  honored  guests,  and  while 
it  has  been  altogether  delightful  to  meet  so  many  of  our  friends,  in 
return  you  have  lieen  a blessing  to  us. 

But  the  regular  work  has  gone  on  as  usual.  The  Bible  School  has  had 
twenty-five  young  women  enrolled,  and  a class  of  eight  went  out  in  March 
to  the  waiting  churches.  Many  were  the  disappointed  pastors  that  we 
had  not  twice  that  numlier,  and  the  ttventy-four  apjjeals  for  “just  one  ” 
of  the  “ eight  ” were  pitiful  to  hear  ! That  the  services  of  Christian 
womanhood  should  be  so  much  appreciated  by  the  Japanese  Church  is 
cause  for  much  gratitude.  Shall  we  not  move  on  this  Jubilee  year  to 
make  this  Memorial  Bible  School  an  even  greater  and  more  far-reaching 
success  ? 

During  the  past  few  months  the  “ Rebecca  J.  Watson  Memorial” 
has  taken  its  place  beside  the  larger  Industrial  School  in  Tobe,  and 
already  the  little  Japanese  annex  is  tilled  with  happy  girls  glad  for  the 
extra  room  for  study.  The  Kindergarten  in  Kanagawa  is  over-flowing, 
.and  the  interest  taken  by  the  teachers  and  parents  makes  us  long  for  a 
new  building  there  very  soon  ! Yamaliuki-cho  has  a new  Sunday  school, 
and  “ poor  little  Hachimanyato  ” is  poor  no  longer,  having  now  a lovely 
new  building,  with  a primary  school  and  kindergarten  all  its  own  ! The 
Flora  Best  Harris  Memorial  is  reaching  the  mothers  and  children  in 
Kamakura  by  the  sea,  and  interest  in  their  proposed  new  building  is  now 
very  great. 

Over  in  Aizawa,  the  Day  Nursery  babies  continue  to  enjoy  life,  and 
the'  “ Don  Tarbox  Memorial  ” is  a blessing  to  the  poor  children  of  that 
neighbourhood.  Our  Christian  Blind  School,  too,  is  looking  forward  to 
receiving  Government  recognition,  and  hoping  for  a larger  number  of 
pupils  from  next  Fall. 

Out  on  the  district  the  Bible  women  are  working  faithfully  in  spite 
of  small  salaries,  which  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  live  these  days. 
One  of  the  number,  “ Kinugasa  San,  of  Oiso,”  has  just  completed  her 
fifteenth  year  of  service  for  that  one  church.  The  tribute  paid  her  by 
the  Christians  of  seven  towns  and  villages  made  us  so  happy,  because 
is  she  not  a daughter  of  our  beloved  “ W.F.M.S.”  who  has  been  trained 
to  serve  her  people  through  the  ministry  of  our  Christian  school? 
Would  that  we  had  many  more  just  like  her  ! A Girls’ Club,  yeceutly 
started  by  Miss  Draper,  is  already  winning  many  of  the  young  girls  of  a 
Government  School,  and  holds  promise  for  the  future. 
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XHE  work  for  Mothers  is  now  a national  organization,  with  our 
Mrs.  G.  F.  Draper  as  the  National  President.  The  interest 


Motliers’  Meetings  is  increasing,  and  in  every  station  the  “ Wives  ” 
the  Mission  are  giving  valuable  assistance  to  the  growing  work. 


in 

of 


A tS  to  our  Pulilishing  interests.  Miss  Baucus  and  Miss  Dickinson  are 

very  busy  at  beautiful  “ Hope  Mountain.”  The  following  is  an 
interesting  account  from  Miss  Baucus’  pen,  showing  how  well  ivoith 
while  literary  work  is  in  a country  like  Japan  : — 

“ The  great  achievement  of  the  year  has  been  the  adaptation  of  the 
Tokiwa  to  a new  and  much  higher  scale  of  printers’  estimates.  At  first, 
it  seemed  impossible  to  do  anything  for  the  dear  little  thing  which, 
though  in  licr  twenty-first  year,  has  not  yet  become  self-supporting. 
But,  after  much  delilieration,  we  concluded  to  follow  war  fashions  and 
cut  down  her  garments,  making  them  fit  more  closely  and  leaving  no 
waste  borders.  It  ivas  astonishing  how  much  paper  and  space  we  could 
save  that  way,  and,  when  the  process  was  complete,  to  our  great  joy 
Miss  Tokiwa  ajipeared,  not  only  neater  and  trimmer  than  ever,  but  able  to 
carry  to  her  readers  an  extra  article  a month  without  increased  expense. 

“ One  of  these  readers,  a University  graduate,  writes  what  we  trust  all 
feel ‘ I am  still  tlianking  you  heartily  for  sending  me  Tokiwa  monthly. 
All  the  articles  arc  siinjjle  and  easy  for  us  who  are  not  Christian  to  study 
what  is  Christianity.’ 

“ We  had  to  raise  our  prices  to  some  extent,  l)ut  wanted  to  keep 
Christian  literature  within  the  reach  of  tliose  so  hard-23ressed  to  jiay  for 
physical  necessities.  This  policy  certainly  had  the  efi'ect  of  stimulating 
trade,  many  Japanese  Christians  coming  to  us  for  the  first  time  for  help 
in  their  Christmas  celebrations.  One  Jaixanese  pastor  sjDent  a whole 
afternoon  here,  selecting  gifts  for  his  entire  Church  and  Sunday  school 
from  our  catalogue. 

“ Among  the  Japanese  themselves,  there  is  everything  to  encourage 
the  iMil^lication  and  circulation  of  Christian  literature  on  a large  scale. 
As  w'e  compare  the  resent  w'ith  the  past  in  this  Jubilee  year  of  com- 
parisons, the  contrast  along  this  line  is  marvellous.  During  the  early 
days  of  our  missionary  work  in  Jaj^an  many  of  our  Christian  women  had 
to  be  taught  by  the  Bible  woman  to  read,  and  learned  to  repeat  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  fiom  her  lips  w'ord  by  word  like  little  children.  Now, 
through  a boneHcent  jmlilic  school  system,  nearly  every  man,  w'oraan  and 
child  not  only  can,  Init  does  read.  The  daily  news])aper  is  every w’here, 
and  jJoople  read  it  on  trains,  in  shojis  and  in  homes,  going  about  their 
daily  work  with  a growing  intelligence  concerning  this  whole  bus}', 
fighting  world. 

“ They  are  ready  to  read  Christian  literature,  too,  and  we  more  and 
more  rejoice  in  our  opi^ortunities  to  circulate  it  among  messengers  at  the 
door,  shpp-keejiers,  children  on  holiday  outings,  men  and  women  whom 
we  meet  in  crowded  street-cars.  If  nothing  more,  it  establishes  a friendly 
relation,  jjrejxaring  the  way  for  more  direct  Christian  teaching. 
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“ ‘ Newspai^ei-  Evangelism,’  as  it  is  called,  has  proved  most  effective 
wherever  thoroughly  tried,  and  we  heartily  believe  that  the  Press  is  an 
avenue  of  the  Lord's  oimi  providing  for  His  speedy  coming  with  power  to 
the  masses  in  Japan.” 


HIROSAKI,  1886. 

At  the  extreme  end  of  this  central  island,  all  surrounded  by  its  moats 
and  ancient  trees,  stands  the  old  feudal  town  of  Hirosaki.  It  is  the 
center  of  a population  of  half  a million  people, — but  not  more  than 
five  hundred  of  them  are  Christians.  From  this  number,  however,  our 
Church  can  claim  at  least  one  hundred  native  workers.  The  first  loved 
Bisho]!  of  the  Japanese  Methodist  Church  was  from  Hirosaki — but  all 
this  was  in  its  infancy  when  our  first  work  was  started  there  ! 

Hirosaki  is  a child  of  Hakodate — a daughter  of  the  “ Memorial  Love  ” 
School.  In  1886  the  first  classes  were  opened  in  the  church,  with  fourteen 
girls  enrolled.  Two  years  later  a building  was  erected,  and  the  name 
given  to  it  of  Hirosaki  Girls’  School — but  for  years  the  work  was 
superintended  from  the  northern  island,  the  missionaries  coming  over  in 
turn  “ often  to  stay  three  months.” 

“ Hirosaki  is  a place  worth  holding,”  wrote  Miss  Hampton  in  1891, 
but  we  also  find  this  touching  record  : “ Povertn  and  loneliness  are  enemies 
that  are  all  aliout  us.  Lord,  help  us,  while  we  watch  and  pray  ! ” 
Though  tlie  money  for  land  and  buildings  had  been  given  by  the  J apauese 
themselves,  for  years  the  school  was  small  and  “ seemed  to  make  little 
impression  on  the  old,  prejudiced  city.” 

HIROSAKI,  1919. 

SINCE  the  Thirtieth  Anniversary,  however,  a change  has  come  ! New 
life  has  come  into  the  School,  and  during  the  last  three  years  the 
enrollment  has  doubled,  while  every  year  sees  a fine  class  of 
graduates  going  out  into  the  world.  One  hundred  and  two  self-supporting 
pupils,  are  now  in  tlie  Girls’  School,  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  children 
in  the  two  kindergartens.  At  the  time  of  the  Anniversary,  the  finest 
people  in  the  city  met  to  do  them  honor,  while  the  daily  papers  wrote  up 
the  events  in  thei)’  very  best  style. 

Much  of  tlie  success  of  the  present  work  is  due  to  Miss  Russell,  the 
untiring  Principal,  but  of  her  trials  she  says  nothing,  and  only  those  who 
read  between  the  lines  of  her  brief  report  will  realize  all  that  the  words 
mean  to  her  : — 

“ In  May  the  Sewing  Department  received  Government  recognition, 
so  the  whole  School  have  exactly  the  same  standing,  part  taking  English 
and  part  not. 

“ Also  the  money  for  the  mucli-needed  dormitory  has  been  granted, 
and  work  has  been  begun. 

“ The  attendance  has  greatly  increased,  and  the  girls  are  becoming 
Christians. 

“ The  year  has  lieen  uncommonly  full  of  difficulties,  but  equally  as 
full  of  victories.” 
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the  work  in  the  city,  Miss  Draper  writes  happily  as  follows : — 

^ “ The  most  important  happening  in  the  city  kindergartens  is  the  gift 

of  the  money  by  a friend  so  that  we  could  buy  the  lot  next  to  the  Charity 
Kindergarten  for  a playground.  We  are  so  happy  over  this,  but  now  we 
want  the  money  to  tix  it  up,  as  it  will  not  be  much  good  unless  it  is 
usable.  Fortunately,  enough  was  given  us  to  build  the  fence  around  it. 
The  children  are  crazy  over  their  nice  big  playground,  and  the  mothers 
are  so  pleased  too.  AVe  have  had  tine  Mothers’  Meetings,  and  the  interest 
is  good  in  both  kindergartens.” 

And  then  she  gives  us  this  little  glimpse  of  the  country  : — 

“ The  most  discouraging  feature  of  the  work  on  the  district  has  been 
the  lack  of  workers — Bible  W omen — and,  if  we  did  have  them  all,  the  lack 
of  funds  to  give  them  an  adequate  salary.  One  important  place  has 
neither  Pastor  or  Bible  Woman,  but  those  who  are  working  are  so  earnest 
and  eager  to  help  on  the  Kingdom.  AVe  are  glad  to  report  that  we  have 
the  largest  number  of  members  in  our  new  Japanese  AVoman’s  Missionary 
Society — the  largest  number  in  this  district  of  any  district,  and  we  gave 
the  first  money  to  the  Society  too  ! ” 


NAGOYA.  1888. 

There  are  15,353  Buddhist  and  Shinto  temples  and  shrines  in  and 
around  conservative  old  Nagoya  ; Imt  that  did  not  deter  our  first 
missionaries  when  the  call  came  to  open  work  there  ! In  1888 
Miss  AVilson  and  Miss  Danforth  organized  the  “ Living  AVater  Girls’ 
School,”  which  has  ever  since  been  a source  of  life  to  womanhood  in  that 
center  of  the  Empire’s  ancient  faith. 

The  story  of  the  years  is  a story  of  triumph  over  difficulties — fire, 
earthquake  and  opposition  on  all  sides — yet  the  enrollment  has  increased  to 
seventy-one  pupils,  and  the  School  now  has  a recognized  place  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Government. 

Miss  Atkinson,  whose  name  has  been  so  closely  associated  with  the 
School  during  recent  years,  has  been  temporarily  “ loaned  ” to  Fukuoka 
— to  help  in  the  building  of  their  new  girl’s  school.  But  she  is  not 
forgotten  and  though — as  a Mission — we  are  glad  for  the  service  she  has 
been  able  to  render  to  our  Sister  Conference — we  are  eagerly  looking 
forward  to  her  return. 

NAGOYA.  1919. 

From  Miss  Seeds,  the  present  Principal  of  “ Seiryu  Jo  Galchof  comes 
this  illuminating  story,  which  gives  us  a glimpse  of  the  conditions 
under  which  our  educators  have  bravely  worked  these  thirty-one 
years  : — 

“ Through  the  grant  of  Government  Recognition,  this  School  was  one 
of  more  than  forty  of  the  same  grade  and  higher,  whose  respective  Principals 
had  the  lu’ivilege  of  accepting  an  invitation  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Education  to  attend  an  all-day  meeting  in  early  Spring. 


MISSION  CONTRASTS. 


19 


“ The  Governor  was  present,  occupying  the  chair  facing  the  ‘ horse- 
shoe ’ table,  around  which  sat  the  forty  educators  representing  the  schools 
of  higher  grade — in  both  the  city  of  Nagoya  and  the  prefecture  of  which 
Nagoya  is  the  seat.  The  Governor,  in  a lengthy  and  interesting 
speech,  opened  the  one  and  only  all-day  discussion,  the  liurden  of  which 
was  : ‘ How  can  there  he  planted  within  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the 

students  a desire  to  he  clean  and  good  f ’ By  four  o’clock  an  answer  to 
the  Governor’s  question  was  given  through  an  action  taken  to  require  the 
thousands  of  students,  under  the  charge  of  the  representative  Principals, 
to  attend  the  ancestral  shrines  for  tvorship  this  Spring,  and  to  meditate 
upon  the  lives  of  heroes,  most  of  whom  have  been  deified. 

“ The  Seiryu  Jo  Oakko  representative  was  the  one  woman  sitting  at 
that  table.  To  her  the  Principal  of  a Christian  Boys’  School  remarked  : 
‘ My  four  hundred  boys  already  know  that  there  is  Life,  Truth  and  The 
W ay.’  If  only  these  thousands  of  students  could  be  led  through  the  King’s 
Highway  to  worship  the  Saviour!  What  a reformation  there  would  be  in 
Dai  Nippon  ! 

“ Nagoya  has  wonderful  possibilities  and  so  many  opportunities  for 
Christian  work.  Although  I have  been  here  scarcely  seven  months  I can 
see  the  results  of  the  labor  of  predecessors.  The  ivork  is  not  lost — it 
counts — and  as  soon  as  Cliristianity  can  gain  some  foothold  in  Govern- 
ment schools  the  problem  of  the  evangelization  of  Japan  will  be  solved. 
But  not  till  then^ — for  through  the  schools,  more  than  by  any  other- 
agency,  is  Ancestral  Worship  kept  before  the  minds,  and  within  the 
hearts,  of  the  people.” 


“ ^HERE  are  sixty  children  in  ‘Seiryu’  Kindergarten,  and  fifty  little 
graduates  have  gone  out  into  Government  schools,”  writes  Miss 
Curtice,  and  then  she  tells  us  of  her  joy  in  the  weekly  ‘ Alumnae  Meeting 
to  which  about  fifteen  children  come  regularly.  “ A Bible  story  comes 
first,  followed  Iry  an  hour  of  English  study,  when  every  child  works  hard 
to  speak,  read  and  write  the  foreign  language. 

“ The  Sunday  school  in  the  Kindergarten  building  is  well  attended, 
and  in  January  a new  children’s  meeting  was  started  in  a vicinity  where 
no  Christian  work  is  being  done.  In  spite  of  opposition  a group  of 
children  gather  each  week  and  lead  us  to  hope  for  growth.” 


“ ^EVEN  young  women  were  gathered  around  the  big  table  in  the 
Missionary’s  dining-room,”  begins  Miss  Wythe,  who,  living  with 
her  Bible  women  in  a little  Japanese  house,  finds  many  opportunities 
for  reaching  the  people  about  her.  “ The  English  conversation  hour  was 
over  ; the  post-office  clerk  and  the  youngest  Bible  Woman,  the  office 
typist  and  the  grammar  school  girl  hastily  finished  copying  “ My  nose 
is  beloiv  my  eyes  and  above  ray  mouth  ” ; the  kindergarten  teacher  and 
the  high  school  senior  ceased  their  struggles  with  “ indirect  quotation  ” ; 
and  the  oldest  Bible  woman  a little  reluctantly  put  aside  the  story  of  a 
trip  to  America  which  was  to  be  the  basis  of  her  next  lesson.  Testa- 
ments were  opened,  and  soon  the  faces  that  had  been  so  earnest  during 
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the  English  hour  became  a shade  more  serious  as  we  studied  together  the 
ever-wonderful  story  of  our  Lord’s  interview  with  Nicodemus,  which 

most  of  them  had  never  heard  until  the  week  before ” 

One  wants  to  have  the  whole  of  this  fascinating  story,  but  we  must 
turn  instead  to  the  very  end.  “ Oyuki  San,  the  office  typist,  sits  very 
straight  with  head  up,  lips  parted,  eyes  aglow,  simply  drinking  in  the 
teacher’s  words,  and  a little  nod  now  and  then  indicates  how  closely  she  is 
following  the  thought.  And  when  the  lesson  and  the  closing  prayer  are 
over  it  is  Oyuki  San  who  tarries  to  ask.  Where  can  I buy  a Testament  f 
I leant  to  study  that  wonderjul  story  for  myselj'  Such  work  as  this 
brings  a keen  satisfaction,  and  offers  a far  greater  hope  for  the  next 
generation  of  Christians  than  any  number  of  meetings  where  more  or  less 
unrelated  topics  are  considered  ; and  besides,  there  is  here  abundant 
opportunity  for  that  intimate  personal  touch  which  is  so  necessary  in  all 
Christian  work.” 


SENDAI,  1892. 

AS  early  as  ’8G  we  find  Mrs.  Van  Petten,  and  her  helpers,  touring 
in  Sendai ! “ Three  meetings  a day  is  our  average,”  she  wrote  to 
a friend  in  Yokohama,  “ and  hundreds  come  to  hear  us  tell  of 
Christ.”  In  ’89  the  first  missionaries  went  to  Yonezawa,  a near-by 
town,  and  started  work,  but  in  1892  interest  was  transferred  to  the 
larger  city,  and  our  Girls’  Industrial  School  was  planted  there. 

Miss  Phel2:)S  was  the  first  Principal,  and  the  object  was  “ to  help 
pujiils  too  poor  to  go  to  Government  schools,”  by  giving  them  industrial 
training.  From  the  first  the  School  has  had  a very  spiritual  tone : 
“ Every  girl  a Christian”  was  the  message  one  year  later  ; and  from  this 
humble  beginning  many  girls  have  gone  on  to  higher  things,  numbers  of 
them,  nearly  every  year,  being  sent  to  Yokohama,  for  training  as  Bible 
Women. 

SENDAI,  1919. 

The  name  of  Miss  Hewett  will  always  be  connected  with  this  School, 
to  which  she  gave  so  much  of  her  thirty-five  years  of  service,- but 
since  her  return  to  America  on  furlough  the  responsibility  has 
fallen  on  younger  shoulders.  In  her  report  of  the  year  Miss  Bodley 
gives  us  a glimpse  of  the  difficulties  she  has  had  to  face,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  joys  : — 

“ ‘ I don’t  know  what  will  become  of  Sendai  if  we  send  two  red- 
headed people  tliere  to  live  and  work  together.’  The  time  and  place  of 
this  remark  was  just  after  the  reading  of  appointments  at  Conference, 
Karuizawa,  1918.  Whether  the  ‘ red-heads  ’ had  anything  to  do  with  it  or 
not,  this  has  been  a rather  unusual  year  for  the  Sendai  School — a year 
full  of  problems  to  be  solved  and  decisions  to  be  made.  By  this  time  we 
have  almost  learned  to  expect  the  zi» -expected  to  happen  ! 

“ The  first  of  our  problems,  and  the  one  which  we  have  always  with 
us,  is  the  financial  one.  Our  little  School  had  always  been  leading  a 
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rather  hand-to-mouth  sort  of  existence,  so,  when  the  prices  of  labour  and 
food  began  to  take  upon  themselves  wings  and  soar,  it  was  the  first  to  go 
under.  In  order  to  our  debts  and  so  sav^e  our  faces,  we  had  to 
borrow  ¥500  before  the  close  of  the  year  1918.  At  the  last  General 
Executive  Meeting  in  America  this  amount  was  given  as  a special 
emergency  grant. 

“ The  second  thing  that  ha^Ji^ened  was  the  enforced  absence  of  one  of 
the  red-heads  for  two  months  during  the  winter  term.  But  during  this 
time  both  Faculty  and  students  showed  their  sterling  qualities  and  j^i'oved 
their  true  worth.  Perha2)s  things  ran  even  more  smoothly  during  the 
absence  of  the  Princijial,  for  when  she  returned  another  calamity  followed 
in  her  wake.” 

Miss  Bodley  then  tells  very  graphically  the  story  of  the  fire  which 
came  so  close,  but  spared  their  School ! She  then  goes  on  : — 

“ This  Spring  we  graduated  six  fine  girls,  each  one  an  earnest 
Christian.  Two  of  these  girls  wanted  very  much  to  go  into  definite 
Christian  service.  One  of  them  is  now  in  our  Bible  Training  School  at 
Yokohama,  fitting  herself  to  become  a Bible  woman.  The  other  one, 
being  from  a non-Christian  family,  was  not  able  to  gain  her  mother’s 
consent,  so  she  is  now  teaching  in  our  Yonezawa  Kindergarten  and 
making  herself  generally  useful  in  the  Church  work  there. 

“ The  street  Sunday  schools  alone  seem  to  have  run  along  as  usual 
this  year.  We  have  nine  in  all,  held  in  different  sections  of  the  city,  and 
through  them  touch  the  lives  of  over  four  hundred  little  children.  The 
school  girls  in  the  two  upper  grades  are  allowed  to  teach  in  these  Sunday 
schools,  and  how  they  love  it  ! 

“ Last  November  we  were  invited  to  attend  the  special  meetings  held 
by  Rev.  Kanamori  at  Miyagi  Jo  Gakko,  an  invitation  which  we  gladly 
accepted.  As  a result  of  them,  ten  of  our  girls  signed  decision  cards. 
Six  of  these  were  baptised  at  Christmas  time,  and  the  other  four  this 
Spring.  In  May  we  were  visited  by  Miss  Furuta,  who  held  some  v/onder- 
fully  helpful  meetings  with  the  girls.  She  won  the  last  five  of  our  fir  Is  for 
Jesus  Christ,  so  now  we  can  truly  call  ourselves  a Christian  family. 

“ Although  the  experiences  of  the  past  year  have  been  varied  and 
many  of  the  problems  jiuzzling,  we  have  found  the  rainbow  in  each  cloud, 
and  have  learned  to  rely  more  than  ever  upon  our  Heavenly  Father’s 
promise  to  help  us  in  times  of  need.” 

I AST  year  Miss  Heaton,  who  has  charge  of  the  Evangelistic  work  in  the 
^ Sendai  district,  told  us  of  a meeting  near  a shrine,  and  this  year  she 
gives  us  a bit  more  of  the  story. 

“ On  the  day  we  went  to  Tanakura,”  she  says,  “ the  school  children 
had  gone  in  a body  to  worship  at  a certain  shrine,  and  did  not  return 
till  four  o’clock.  We  were  waiting  for  them  at  our  meeting  place,  in  the 
yard  of  the  Shinto  shrine. 

“ One  hundred  came,  escorted  by  two  of  their  teachers,  and  listened 
attentively.  The  children  remembered  the  lesson  we  had  taught  them 
the  year  before  and  were  glad  to  see  us  again.  We  hope  some  plan  can 
be  made  so  that  these  children  can  have  regular  teaching  ! ” 
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Miss  Heaton  then  pleads  for  the  town  of  Yachi,  with  its  12,000 
inhabitants,  which  she  visited  for  the  first  time  this  year. 

“ There  are  only  three  Christians  in  all  that  number,”  she  tells  us, 
“ and  the  only  Christian  work  done  there  is  by  a Japanese  pastor,  who 
visits  the  jJace  twice  a month,” — and  yet  some  people  think  that  this  is  a 
Christian  country  ! ” 

To  briefly  sum  up  this  most  interesting  report,  we  find  that  since  last 
year,  on  the  Sendai  district,  two  new  churches  were  built,  and  one 
new  kindergarten  ; two  new  Sunday  Schools  were  opened,  and  five  people 
were  baptized  : sixteen  women  have  Iiecome  inquirers,  and  two  hundred 
and  fifty  children  are  learning  to  know — and  love — Jesus ! 

There  are  Bible  classes  among  the  girls  in  the  Telephone  Exchange 
and  Department  of  Communications ; in  the  Silk  and  Tobacco  Factories  ; 
and  requests  have  come  from  a Sewing  School  for  “ the  Teaching  ” — with 
an  offer  to  defi'ay  any  necessary  expense  there  may  be  ! Several  Primary 
School  teachers  are  studying  the  Bible — and  these  are  just  samples  of  the 
kinds  of  work  being  done  by  these  representative  Bible  women  of  the 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  in  Sendai ! 

'THIRTEEN  years  ago  a great  famine  swept  over  the  northern  part  of 

this  island.  The  result  was  the  opening  of  the  Sendai  Christian 
Orphanage,  witli  which  our  Miss  Imhof  has  lieen  connected  for  so  long, 
and  for  w’hich  she  lias  done  such  splendid  work.  These  little  stories  of 
her  day’s  duties  help  us  to  picture  her  more  clearly  among  her  children. 

“ What  shall  we  report  ? Enough  things  have  happened  to  tax  the 
time  and  strength  of  the  workers  to  their  utmost  capacity,  and  often  have 
we  been  at  ‘ Wits-end  Corner,’  not  knowing  what  to  do,  or  how’  to  do  it, 
but  always  the  great  Burden-bearer  was  ‘ our  refuge  and  strength,  a 
very  present  help  in  trouble.’  The  workers  have  remained  unchanged, 
the  School  has  continued  under  the  auspices  of  the  Normal  School  as 
usual.  Sunday  School  on  Sunday  morning  at  eight  o’clock,  after  which 
the  older  children  go  to  church.  Daily  morning  and  evening  worshijj, 
and  on  Friday  evenings  prayer  meeting  in  ail  the  cottages,  in  which  all 
the  children  take  part,  even  the  wee  ones  of  kindergarten  age.  It  is 
very  sw'eet  to  hear  them  join  in  the  singing  of  hymns,  and  offer  their 
simple  childlike  petitions. 

“ Five  new  children  have  been  admitted  since  last  April,  three  boys 
and  two  girls,  and  nine  have  gone  out.  Three  are  safely  sheltered  in  the 
Father’s  house,  among  those  “ which  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and 
have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.” 

“ For  the  two  girls  (eighteen  and  nineteen  years  of  age  respectively), 
who  had  suffered  for  years.  Death  came  as  a sweet  release.  Their 
departure  was  only  a few  days  apart,  so  we  had  had  a double  funeral  on 
November  11th.  As  the  sun  was  sinking  below  the  western  horizon,  we 
laid  them  to  rest,  side  by  side,  on  the  beautiful  slope  of  Kitayama,  there 
to  await  the  resurrection  morn. 

“ Two  days  later  the  first  cases  of  influenza  appeared,  rapidly 
followed  by  others,  until  sixty-two  children  had  succumbed  to  the  epidemic. 
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The  hospitals  beds  were  all  filled,  two,  three  in  a bed,  some  on  mats  on 
the  floor,  and  still  others  in  the  cottages.  Nurses  were  scarce  and  in 
great  demand. 

“ We  did  our  best  under  the  circumstances,  and  God  wonderfully 
blessed  our  eflbrts,  and  spared  our  lambkins.  ‘Weakest  lambs  have 
largest  share  of  the  tender  Shepherd’s  care.’  To  pass  througli  such  a 
•siege  with  such  a number,  without  the  loss  of  one,  is  really  marvellous, 
and  we  rejoiced  with  exceeding  joy  ! ” 


SAPPORO,  1901. 

The  youngest  Mission  Station  of  our  East  Japan  Conference  is 
beautiful  Sapporo,  the  capital  of  the  Northern  Island.  For  many 
years  it  was  visited  from  Hakodate,  but  in  1900  a plea  sent  home 
for  a resident  worker  was  answered,  and  September,  1901,  found  Miss 
Bing  and  Miss  Irahof  settling  in  their  little  Japanese  house. 

Sapporo  has  always  been  an  Evangelistic  Center  only,  but  never,  in 
spite  of  marvelous  opportunities,  has  it  been  properly  manned.  The  work, 
however,  has  progressed  under  difficulties,  until  now  the  Christian 
women  number  nearly  two  hundred  in  city  and  district — and  for  Bible 
classes,  factory  meetings  and  Sunday  schools  there  is  a constant  demand. 

But  what  of  Buddhism  ? Is  it  dead  in  the  progressive,  modern 
atmosphere  of  the  north  ? Is  it  because  mission  work  is  easier  there  that 
our  loyal  workers  are  left  to  carry  the  burden  alone  ? Years  ago  Miss 
■Griffiths,  out  of  her  large  experience  as  an  evangelistic  missionary,  made 
this  statement  : “ Buddhism  has  been  galvanized  into  life.”  It  is  just  as 
true  to-day  ! 

The  following  story  is  full  of  interest,  because  it  gives  a vivid  picture 
of  what  our  missionaries  have  to  meet  to-day  in  many  stations  in  this 
critical  stage  of  Japan’s  religious  history. 

SAPPORO,  1919. 

IN  the  little  Japanese  home  in  Sapporo,  Miss  Alexander  is  liravely 
holding  the  fort  alone ! Since  the  transfer  of  Miss  Goodwin  to 
Hakodate,  to  the  work  Miss  Couch  had  left  when  she  went  home,  all 
the  burden  of  the  station  falls  on  her.  But  she  is  trying  to  do  her  best 
:against  big  odds,  and  the  following  contribution  is  from  her  pen  : — 

“ Last  summer  during  the  Exhibition  in  Sapporo  the  seven  evan- 
gelical churches  joined  forces  to  do  evangelistic  work.  A part  of  this 
work  was  street  preaching  for  ten  evenings.  The  workers  met  at  the 
Y.M.C.A.,  and  after  a hymn  and  prayer  divided  into  three,  each  group 
going  to  a different  section  of  the  city.  A goodly  numbered  gathered,  and 
for  the  most  part  listened  carefully,  and  among  these  were  some  who 
stayed  all  the  way  through. 

“ The  Buddhists  imitated  these  meetings,  and  went  one  better  by 
having  an  organ  and  using  the  same  tunes  as  we,  with  the  words  changed. 
They  had  tracts  as  well.  I forgot  to  say  we  carried  lanterns- — Japanese 
ones- — as  we  walked  through  the  streets.  The  most  active  Buddhist  sect 
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quarrelled  among  themselves  and  made  such  a noise  that  the  police  had 
to  interfere.  Their  preaching  consisted  for  the  most  part  in  saying  all  kinds 
of  bad  things  about  Christians — ‘ they  were  the  worst,’  and  then  the  other 
half  of  their  own  sect  was  the  next,  and  so  on ; there  was  no  good  in  any 
hut  their  own. 

“ They  tried  to  interfere  with  us  by  starting  up  their  meetings  beside 
the  places  we  had  chosen.  On  account  of  the  racket  the  Buddhist 
meetings  were  stopped  by  jAolice.  Then  the  police  called  the  Christian 
jjastors  and  enquired  if  they  had  quarrelled,  and  on  learning  that  there 
was  nothing  but  peace  and  harmonious  working  together  they  were  told 
they  could  go  and  jAreach  anywhere  they  wished. 

“ Xn  one  of  our  Sunday  Schools  in  the  country,  when  the  roll  was 
being  called,  a regular  attendant  Avas  absent,  and  on  inquiry  the  teacher 
was  told  she  had  stopped  coming.  When  I asked  why  I was  told 
the  priest  had  said  to  her,  ‘ When  Christians  die  they  are  all  crucified,  and 
you  had  better  not  go  to  hoar  that  teaching  ’ ; and  my  little  informant 
asked  with  the  greatest  eagerness,  ‘ Teacher,  that  isn’t  true,  is  it  ? ’ 
Before  I could  reply  another  small  child  spoke  up  and  said  it  wasn’t  true, 
for  she  knew  they  put  pretty  living  flowers  ail  around  the  face  and  on  the 
outside  of  the  box,  and  then  they  put  in  glass  so  you  could  see.  She  had 
evidently  been  at  a Christian  funeral  somewhere. 

“ These  and  like  instances  show  us  that  the  Buddhists  are  not  going  to 
give  u])  without  a struggle,  and  they  have  got  a start  so  far  ahead  of  us.  ” 


TO  THE  YOUNG  WOMEN  OF  AMERICA- 

“ In  view  of  the  great  moral  need  of  the  nation  will 
not  YOU  try  to  answer  this  question : ‘ AM  I 
SURE  IT  IS  NOT  GOD’S  WILL,  FOR  to 
WORK  FOR  HIM  IN  JAPAN?’” 

Quotation  from  a Conference  paper,  of  1899,  which  we  pass 
on  to  you  to-day. 
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